
JEFFERSON COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT CELEBRATES 70 YEARS
By MatthewTriponey
Jefferson County Neighbors

BROOKVILLE At
their meeting on Tuesday, the
Jefferson County commis-
sioners recognized the
Jefferson County Conservat ion
District, which is celebrating
its 70th anniversary in 2016.

The district's story begins
in the early 1930s, when the
Dust Bowl struck the nation,
going as far south as Texas
and as far east as New York.
As a result, Congress passed
legislation making soil and
water conservation a national
priority.

In 1937. then-President
Franklin D. Roosevelt wrote to
the governors of all the states
to recommend legislation
that would allow local land-
owners to form soil conserva-
tion districts. NationallY, the
Brown Creek Soil & Water
Conservation District in North
Carolina was the first to be
established; Pennsylvania
established its first in Potter
County in 1945.

The Jefferson CountY
Soil Conservation District

(See District on Page 8)

The Jefferson County commissioners presented the Jefferson County ConsSrvation
District with a certificate recoqnizing its 70th anniversary at their meeting on Tuesday.
Prctured (from left) are Conseriration-District Vice Chairman Porter Duvall,_Commissioner
Jeff Pisaicik, Commission Chairman Jack Matson, Commissioner Herb Bullers Jr. and
Conservation District Manager Deb Wilson.
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District
(Continued from Page One)
organized locally on Sept.
13, 1946. Known today as

the Jefferson County Conser-
vation District, its purpose is
to promote better land use,
conserve and improve soil
and soil resources by erosion
control and drainage, protect
private and public property bY
controlling floods and promote
the health, safety and general
welfare of the people.

Porter Duvall, the district's
current vice chairman, issued
a statement that read: "The
Jefferson County Conservation
District has been successful
over the past 70 years because
of the interest and supPort
from the citizens of Jefferson
County. We have grown and
flourished because of our dedi-
cated and professional staff.
Credit for our good fortune
must also go to our many

volunteers and very supportive
past and present Jefferson
County commissioners.
We have been blessed with
support from State Sen. Joe
Scarnati, former State Rep.
Sam Smith and our current
State Rep. Cris Dush. The
district has very cooperative
relationships with many town-
ships and watershed associa-
tions. Many of Pennsylvania's
counties don't have the
support of the cooperating
agencies as we do here in
Jefferson County.

"Examples of the accom-
plishments can be seen
throughout Jefferson County:
dirl and gravel road Projects.
stream restoration projects.
flood control facility main-
tenance, AMD treatment
systems, assistance to our
farmers, the outstanding educa-
tional outreach and the level

of professional competency
of our staff. This becomes all
the more impressive as the
resources available to deliver
these services become all the
more scarce. Through the
Conservation District, we have
been able to take local dollar
resources and increase them
tenfold."

Commission Chairman
Jack Matson said. "It is
amazing. all the services
throughout the county that
happen behind the scenes that
keep the county running that
most people don't know about,
and yours is absolutely one
of them. It makes our county
a better place because You're
there."

He added that the commis-
sioners will be using the
70th anniversary to promote
the Conservation District
and inform the public of

its services.
In other business:

The commissioners
addressed the recent flooding
at the Jefferson CountY
Courthouse.

Matson said the commis-
sioners needed to take care
of it quickly and contracted
SERVPRO for clean-uP.
Commissioner Herb Bullers
Jr. abstained from that vote.
They also plan to put the
reconstruction project out to
bid in the near future.

Bullers said the recon-
struction work will consist of
flooring and drywall replace-
ment and painting, among
other tasks.

The first invoice for the
cleanup came in at $12,000,
and there are a few others that
have yet to arrive.

"We're all frustrated that
this is the second time that


