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 Created under the Conservation District Law, conservation districts are the 

local unit of state government that provides the link between you, the citizens, 

and the multitude of local, state and federal natural resource management 

programs.  A Board of Directors, appointed by the County Commissioners from 

nominations received from County-wide organizations, serves as your voice.  A 

staff of professionals provides information, technical assistance, financial 

assistance and educational programs and support at the direction of that Board.  

 The Jefferson County Conservation District is composed of a six member, 

volunteer Board of Directors representing both urban and farm backgrounds and 

one County Commissioner.  The Board members represent a variety of local 

communities, lead District programs and set District policies.  In conjunction with 

the Board of Directors are seven volunteer associate directors and 6 full-time 

staff. 

 Monthly board meetings are held the first Thursday of every month at the 

Conservation Center, Route 28 in Brookville.  The meeting date and time is 

published in the Courier-Express and is open to the public. 

E & S/NPDES/Chapter 105 Programs 

 Through delegation agreements with the Department of Environmental 

Protection, the Jefferson County Conservation District participates in the 

administration of the E&S Program (Erosion and Sediment Pollution Control), 

NPDES (National Pollutant Discharge and Elimination System), and Chapter 105 

(Dam Safety and Encroachment Act – Water Obstruction and Encroachment) 

programs.  Shaun Wessell, District Technician, along with clerical support from 

Melissa Buck, is responsible for these programs.  Highlights of 2015 are as follows: 

 Reviewed 25 E&S Control Plans for Chapter 102 Compliance.   

 Conducted 51 site inspections in an effort to obtain voluntary compliance.  

 Issued 6 General NPDES Permits.  

 Recorded 7 Individual NPDES Permits for issuance by DEP.  

 Acknowledged 15 General Permits for water obstructions & encroachments.  

 Conducted 15 site inspections in response to Chapter 105 complaints. 

 
2015 TEAM SHEET 

      Board of Directors                 Associate Directors     District Staff 
Chairman, Herb Landes Todd Beers Becky Gaston District Manager, Deborah Wilson 
Vice-Chairman, Porter Duvall Bill Keown Jerry Chamberlin Administrative Assistant, Melissa Buck 
Secretary/Treasurer, Allen Campbell George Miller Laura L Yohe District Technician, Shaun Wessell 
Director, Tom McFarland Jack Corbin  ACT/Nutrient Mgmt Specialist, Megan Whitlatch 
Director, Theresa Shick   Resource Technician, Carl Johnson 
Director, Terry Shields    Watershed Specialist, Grace Pesselato 
Commissioner Director, Paul Corbin    
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Agriculture 

 

The Nutrient Management Act (Act 38) requires all Concentrated Animal Operations (CAO’s) to develop, submit, and implement a Nutrient 
Management Plan.  These plans must be written by a Certified Nutrient Management Specialist as they are much more in depth than a MMP.  

 
 A written Manure Management Plan (MMP) is required of all farms that have animals and/or land apply manure that don’t have a current 

Nutrient Management Plan.  These plans address the following to control nutrient pollution: manure application setbacks from environmentally 
sensitive areas (streams, lakes, ponds, drinking water sources, sinkholes), the condition of animal concentration areas and pastures, manure 
storage and stacking areas, and maximum manure application rates that can be applied.  

 
A written Ag Erosion & Sedimentation Control Plan is required of all farms that plow and/or till (including no-till) more than 5,000 ft² and/or 

have animal concentration areas that disturb more than 5,000 ft².  The Ag E&S Plan must include best management practices (BMPs) to control 
accelerated erosion and sedimentation.  A Conservation Plan, often prepared by the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), may substitute 
for an Ag E&S Plan as long as it meets state (PA Chapter 102 – Erosion & Sediment Control) regulations.  

 
Megan Whitlatch, Nutrient Management Specialist, works with area farmers and NRCS to design and implement these plans in Jefferson 

County for both CAO’s and Volunteer Operations.  Megan also responds to complaints regarding soil and manure management.  She assists farmers 
with preparation of applications to be submitted to the PA Resource Enhancement and Protection Program in which farmers can earn tax credits 
for implementing best management practices on their farm. 

 
The JCCD Board of Directors approved 6 nutrient management plans for implementation in 2015.  Three agricultural complaints were 

investigated.  The District helped farmers apply for $64,691.88 in tax credits for practices that improve soil and manure management and protect 
water quality in their watershed. 

 
 

Dirt, Gravel and Low Volume Road Program 

The Dirt, Gravel and Low Volume Road Program focuses on projects that provide long-term environmental benefits to PA’s streams while 

making improvements to the public road system.  Program projects should have benefits to road owners and users AND improve drainage and 

reduce impact of public roads on stream and other water bodies.  A total of 65 contracts have been completed by 16 municipalities. 

Carl Johnson, Resource Technician, assists with assessing roadways for eligibility, preparation of funding requests, and implementation of 

construction projects.  $1,178,527 in program funds have been used to complete these projects.  In-kind contributions from local participants were 

$0.66 per $1 of program funds. 

                

                                          Bond Road, Polk Twp. – Pre-construction          Bond Road, Polk Twp. – Post-construction 

Stormwater Management 

 The Jefferson County Conservation District has entered into working agreements with 25 Municipalities in Jefferson County to implement the 

Jefferson County Act 167 Stormwater Management Plan by providing assistance to these Municipalities with enforcement of their Stormwater 

Ordinances.  In 2015, 221 stormwater plans were reviewed by either Conservation District staff or Geo-Tech Engineering for compliance with the 

municipal ordinance. 
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Education / Outreach 

The District stays active with environmental education and outreach efforts in the county.  Grace Pesselato, Watershed Specialist, and Missy 
Buck, Administrative Assistant set up numerous displays that were manned by District staff.  Technical assistance, presentations and training are 
also provided to the local municipalities, contractors, watershed groups and civic clubs.  Displays, publications and educational programs were 
made available at the following events:  

 
 
 Reynoldsville Envirothon                           Brockway Sixth Grade Field Day                              Farm Safety Days 

               
 4th & 5th Graders – C.G. Johnson Elementary                       Sponsored by PAGC  Over 300 2nd Graders from local School Districts 
 

 
Forest/Clarion/Jefferson High School Envirothon Cloe Lake Field Day    North Fork Watershed Camp  

            
 Punxsutawney High School represented             Punxsutawney High School Students           6-9 year olds – Watershed Protection  
  Jefferson County at the PA Envirothon 
 
             Quiet Creek Field Day                 2015 Earth Day                                                  Pond Workshop 

                   
                  1st Grade students     Heritage House Senior Center                           Sponsored by Penn State Extension 
 
                         INTRODUCING-----   “CHIPPY” 
                       Boy Scouts            Farmer Open House Days                                He’s Nuts for the Environment! 

                                               
            Jefferson Co. Fairgrounds             Local Agency Services Offered                  “Chippy” – 4th of July Parade 
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Water Quality 

District staff continued to assist the North Fork Watershed Association (NFWA) in achieving 

their goal to protect and preserve the North Fork Watershed. This is done through community-

based education, outreach, and implementation of a comprehensive plan to monitor the water 

quality of North Fork, by conducting bi-annual water sampling and annual macro-invertebrate 

sampling. 

The Mill Creek Coalition (MCC) celebrated their 25th anniversary in 2015.  One of the main 
reasons why MCC was formed was to promote the use of developing technologies and to 
encourage the use of new ones to restore the coldwater fishery in those parts of Mill Creek watershed that were negatively impacted by AMD.  The 
District has partnered with the Coalition in some 40 projects that in some way have resulted in a positive change to the watershed.  24 passive 
treatment systems have been built.  The MCC has developed a 5 year plan to guide the group in completion of important strategic priorities where 
the Coalition will focus its efforts. 

 
Phase IV of the Sugar Camp Run Discharge as a Municipal Water Supply was completed in 2014. Funding provided through a grant from The 

Pennsylvania Infrastructure Investment Authority (PENNVEST) was used to construct a treatment system to treat 1,500 gpm of mine water from 

Sugar Camp Run in Sykesville Borough for commercial use.  The Conservation District is working with Winner Water Services, LLC and the US Office 

of Surface Mines to construct a series of wetlands to further treat the mine water for potable uses.  This Phase of the project is being funded by a 

Commonwealth Finance Authority grant.  An Operation and Maintenance Trust will also be created using grant funds. 

                  
             Sugar Camp Run Discharge   Maelstrom Oxidizer                Newly constructed wetland cells 

 

 

The original Conifer Treatment System was built in 1998.  A project to regrade the limestone in the ALD, and fill a portion of the settling pond 

with limestone to create a large limestone bed (FeAlMn bed pronounced Fel-al-men) was completed in July, 2011.  The Conservation District has 

entered into a Working Agreement with the Redbank Creek Watershed Trust to provide continued monitoring and maintenance on the system. 

                                   

                                                          FeAlMn bed         Wetland pond 
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Water Quality (Cont’d) 

The PA Local Flood Protection Project located in Sykesville Borough was rated as unacceptable by the US Army Corps of Engineers’ Pittsburgh 
District.  An unacceptable rating places the project in an inactive status for the Corps Rehabilitation and Inspection Program.  This Program provides 
Federal rehabilitation assistance for damages to the project as a result of a high water event.  The Conservation District was awarded funding from 
the Commonwealth Finance Authority to coordinate with the Borough to complete work needed to rehabilitate areas of the Project which are 
noted in the inspection report. 

 
 

                          
 

 

 

 In 2015, the District began work to assist the PA Fish and Boat Commission on  

the Kyle Lake Improvement Project in Washington Township, Jefferson County.  The 

project entailed repairs to the dam’s outlet works, construction of an ADA 

compliant fishing pier, and fish habitat improvements at the Lake.   

 

 

 

 

Partnerships 

 For the past 16 years the Conservation District has worked with the Jefferson County Sewage Association and the Greater Jefferson Area 
Council of Governments (COG) by providing supervision and office support.  The working relationship between the three organizations is a unique 
situation.  In 2014, Bureau Veritas (a third party building code officer) moved their office into the Conservation Center complex and thus providing  
a one-stop shop for anyone in the process of purchasing property to build.  There is someone available to assist with getting sewage permits, 

stormwater plans, building permits, and DEP permits Monday through Friday.  This arrangement also provides checks and balances throughout the 

permitting process.  The staff members responsible for each permit are familiar with the entire process and work together to help the applicants 

save time and money.  These three agencies together with Bureau Veritas have worked together to save their member municipalities money; help 

their employees; and provide professional, qualified service to insure that state and local laws are being followed. 
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Contact Information 

                                            
                      Deb Wilson                              Shaun Wessell                                Megan Whitlatch                 

            District Manager                      District Technician                           ACT/Nutrient Mgmt      

                         
Missy Buck            Grace Pesselato    Carl Johnson 

       Administrative Assistant                            Watershed Specialist                           Resource Technician 

 

 

 


