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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMANM. Landes

2009 proved to be a very challenging year for our Conservation District. The District has
had to make some hard decisions, such as limiting our traditional financial support for
activities and down-sizing our office staff to four employees. We understand that, in these
tough economic times, it is imperative that we all work together and because of the support
of our partners and friends, conservation work in Jefferson County continues to grow.

Partnerships with the County Commissioners, local municipalities, watershed groups and
the Conservation District continue to address stream bank erosion, flooding, and storm
water management. Working with USDA, Penn State Cooperative Extension, PA No-Till
Alliance, PA Project Grass and the local agriculture community has proven effective in
introducing new farming practices, as well as, improving on more traditional ones.

Qur efforts with School Districts have resulted in additional requests for educational
presentations, a request for the creation of a Young Farmers Organization, and all three
school districts participating in our annual Envirothon competition.

Much has been acconmplished on behalf of Jefferson County and its residents as well as
the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection for these past 63 years. The
Jefferson County Conservation District believes there is still much to be done and intends
to continue to focus on one fundamental goal: to preserve natural resources and
protect/promote the health, safety and general welfare of the people of Jefferson County

On behalf of all of our Directors, | invite you to explore the Jefferson County
Conservation District® accomplishments included in the following Annual Report. It is our
hope that our many partnerships will grow and strengthen to include cther groups,
businesses, and individuals who value the benefits of conservation.

Sincerely,
Herb Landes, Chairman
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Other Programs

Floodplain Monitoring

The purpose of this program is to provide municipalities in Jefferson County
with a local resource of information regarding floodplain management
regulations. This will ensure that local floodplain ordinances are current and in
compliance with state and federal requirements, and that implementation of
those ordinances are done properly to minimize the impact of flooding, both in
terms of dollars and public safety.

Act 167 Stormwater Management Planning

In 2007, the Jefferson County Commissioners moved forward with Phase | of
an Act 167 County-wide Stormwater Management Plan. A Plan Advisory
Committee, including representation from Jefferson County municipalities, the
District, County Planning Commission, local watershed groups, and State and
Federal natural resource agencies was formed. HRG, Inc. is serving as
engineering consultant for the project.

Advisory Committee members are charged with communicating information
to and fr om t hidpality®rmother orgadizatransnrhis
communication is essential, since one of the end products of the planning effort
will be the development of a model stormwater management ordinance that will
ultimately be implemented by the municipalities.

The Stormwater Management Plan is being developed in two phases. During
Phase I, a detailed scope of work was developed for Phase Il. In 2009, storm
water quantity and quality management standards were developed for the entire
county (Phase Il). Following adoption of the County Stormwater Management
Plan, municipalities will be required to adopt ordinances regulating stormwater
management.

West Nile Virus Program

The JCCD has administered the West Nile Virus program for the past 9
years, with a role to educate, trap and perform surveillance. Shaun Wessell
acted as coordinator with Bill Sheldon assisting. If surveillance determines
there is a risk, pesticide control of mosquitoes is done. $ 59,000.00 in grant
funds was received in 2009.

The presence of the West Nile Virus was not discovered in Jefferson County.
Due to budget restrictions at the State Level, the West Nile Virus Program was
severed in 36 Counties, including Jefferson County, for the 2010 season.



Who We Are

Created under the Conservation District Law, districts are the local unit of
state government that provides the link between you, the citizens, and the
multitude of local state and federal natural resource management programs. A
Board of Directors, appointed by the County Commissioners from nominations
received from County-wide organizations, serve as your voice. A staff of
professionals provides information, technical assistance, financial assistance
and educational programs and support at the direction of that Board.

The Jefferson County Conservation District Board of Directors is comprised
of seven directors (three farmer members, three urban/public members, and a
County Commissioner). As volunteer members representing a variety of local
communities, the Board leads District programs and sets District policies.
Jefferson County residents are encouraged to contact their nearest District
Board member with conservation concerns and issues.

2009Financial Statement

Balance, January, 2009 $ 58,495.12
Income:
County Appropriation $ 87,000.00
PA Programs 156,106.32
Grants/Special Projects 36,462.74
E & S Review Fees 11,345.00
Donations/Fund Raisers 4,850.98
Total Income $295765.04
Expenses:
Salaries/Benefits $238,516.48
Operating Expenses 36,093.99
Grants/Special Projects Expenses 28,706.44
Environmental Education 702.42
Fund Raisers Expenses 3,456.45
Total Expenses $307,475.78

Balance, December 32009 $ 46,784.38



Erosion & Sediment Pollution Control Program

The Erosion and Sediment (E&S) Pollution
Control Program operates under a delegation
agreement with (PADEP), Pennsylvania Code
Title 25, Chapter 102 of the Pennsylvania Clean
Streams Law. At the local level, the Conservation
District is responsible for specific program
activities enforcing Chapter 102 and controlling
erosion and sediment control for all types of
earthmoving activities. Through combined efforts
to ensure water quality standards and minimize
sediment pollution to the Waters of the
Commonwealth, the Jefferson County
Conservation District has:

Shaun Wessell
E&S Technician

V Reviewed 53 E&S Control Plans for Chapter 102 Compliance.

V Conducted 53 site inspections in an effort to obtain voluntary
compliance.

V Recommended 4 Individual NPDES Permits to DEP to be issued.

V Issued 6 General NPDES Permits.

Chapter 1057 Dam Safety and Encroachments Act

This state delegated program provides oversight of work in and around
streams, wetlands and other bodies of water that has a potential to impact
water quality, increase flooding or degrade riparian habitat. The District
registers PA DEP General Permits, which authorize certain types of work
including: Fish Habitat Enhancement; Small Docks & Boat Ramps; Streambank
Stabilization; Utility Line or Minor Road Crossings of streams or wetlands.

Forty-five (45) General Permits for water obstructions and encroachments
were acknowledged. Thirteen (13) Chapter 105-related complaints were
investigated. Information and technical assistance is available concerning
permit and other requirements associated with Chapter 105 Regulations.



Speci al Projects (Con

Scotland Avenue

The .65 square mile watershed of the Scotland Avenue Tributary (SAT) is
subject to highly unstable conditions and reduced hydraulic capacity from
significant channel alterations and sediment loading.

SAT has been responsible for flooding a residential district, several locally
owned businesses, and State Route 310, making this situation both
environmentally and economically damaging to the Borough of Punxsutawney.

I n order to complete the i netoaugdtedt i on o
plastic pipe, old inadequate sized pipe was removed. A metal pipe arch end
was installed allowing the stream to flo

concrete pipes under an existing rail line.

This project was completed under the direction and sponsorship of the
Jefferson County Conservation District in association with the PA Department of
Environmental Protection.

Scotland Avenue Sawmill Run

Sawmill Run

Sawmill Run passes through Punxsutawney Borough and under State Route
36 before reaching its confluence with Mahoning Creek. In order to repair
flooding damages and prevent additional erosion and property damage, the
Jefferson Conservation District is working to stabilize 500 feet of streambank
with Filtrexx Edge Saver. Through the utilization of organics, native vegetation
and natural process, Filtrexx will provide natural restoration.

Design and contracting is complete. The project will be completed in early
2010.



Special Projects

DCED Grant

Rep. Sam Smith assisted the District in securing a $500,000 DCED
Community Revitalization grant to assist with flood mitigation in three areas of
Punxsutawney Borough in the vicinity of Mahoning Creek. Through this grant,
the Jefferson Conservation District is working with PA DEP, Punxsutawney
Borough and PennDot to improve areas where flooding is causing stream bank
erosion, property damage, and hazardous road conditions located in
Punxsutawney Borough.

Gaskill Avenue

The project involved not only a flooding issue, but more importantly a safety
issue. An undercut bank was so deep you could almost work underneath it,
and a tree was ready to fall in. A chasm of 12 to 15 feet deep had opened up.

In order to eliminate these dangerous conditions and prevent further
sediment loading to Mahoning Creek, the Jefferson Conservation District
returned the streambed back to original elevation by building up the stream
channel.

The stream now flows through a 54-inch smooth line of corrugated plastic
pipe with some clean-outs and into an Army Corp of Engineers project.

This project was completed under the direction and sponsorship of the
Jefferson County Conservation District in association with the PA Department of
Environmental Protection.



Erosion & Sediment Copt®@lo nt 6 d )

Dirt and Gravel Roads Program

Section 9106 of the PA Vehicle
Code, Dirt and Gravel Road
Maintenance, was signed into law on
April 17, 1997. The program was
created in response to concerns
voiced by PA Trout, a council of
Trout Unlimited, because of problems
caused by sediment pollution from
unpaved roads in
trout streams.

Each year under the new law $5 million in non-lapsing, nontransferable
monies is directed from the state motor vehicle license fund to prevent dust and
sediment pollution by employing environmentally sound maintenance of dirt and
gravel roads. Of this fund, $1 million is distributed to the DCNR for forestry road
maintenance. The remaining $4 million is appropriated to the State
Conservation Commission, who appropriates funds to the County Conservation

Districts, based on each countyo6és number

In order to be eligible for these funds, at least one member of a municipality or
eligible agency must complete a two
Center for Dirt and Gravel Roads. One project was completed in 2009 in Barnett
Township. Approximately 3,000 tons of shale were placed to build up nearly
2,000 feet of roadway. Over 3,000 feet of severely eroded roadside ditches that

ran directly into Cathers Run (HQ) were

underdrain was installed to safely convey roadside springs to Cathers Run
without becoming sediment laden. Approximately 10,000 ft2 of newly created
roadside berms were stabilized with clean straw mulch. Program funds used for
this project were $31,469.10.




Agricultural Services

The Nutrient Management Act requires all
Concentrated Ani mal Oper
develop, submit and implement a nutrient
management plan. Jim, shown at right, works with
area farmers and NRCS to design and implement
nutrient management plans in Jefferson County

The JCCD Board of Directors approved 6
nutrient management plans for implementation
in 2009. This brings the total to 40 farms in
Jefferson County with 7,381 planned acres.
These landowners now have the added benefit of
liability protection under Pennsylvania law.

Landowners now have more programs available
to help them improve the quality of water leaving
their property. The Resource Enhancement and
Protective Act of Pennsylvania (REAP) is another
tool to help landowners with their conservation
efforts. REAP works by giving farmers a dollar for
dollar Pennsylvania tax credit for money spent on
Best Management Practices. Jim Berry, ACT/Nutrient

Mgmt Specialist

Annual Grazing Conference i 03-17-09

The 12" Annual Grazing Conference was held in DuBois, PA with
the featured speaker was Kit Pharo from Cheyenne Wells, CO.
P h a r talléfacused on the need to manage for profitability instead of
production and discussed 3 keys to profitability: intensive grazing,
matching production cycle to your forge resources and matching cow
size and type to the forage resources you have on your operation.

John Vanderstappen, a dairy producer in Mercer County provided
an excellent presentation on how he uses intensive grazing and a
TMR (total mixed ration) feeding system on his operation.

A farmer panel consisting of 3 producers from western PA
discussed the role grazing has played in the development and growth
ot their operations.

Attendance this year was over 250. Out of thel23 evaluations
returned, 121 rated the conference very good or excellent.



Growing Greener Grant Proj€ctsnt 6 d )

Nye Branch Discharge

Remediation efforts at Nye Branch are part of an ongoing, long-term plan of
returning Pine Run to its Chapter 25 designated use as a cold water fishery.
The Pine Run Watershed Association with administrative support from The
Jefferson Conservation District received a Growing Greener Grant in 2000 to
assess non-point source pollution (NPS) on the 303 (d) listed Pine Run
Watershed (tributary of Mahoning Creek). The major NPS pollution in the Pine
Run Watershed is from high concentrations of metals and acidity from acid
mi ne drainage (AMD). The 2005 @APine
identifies the Nye Branch as a high priority for remediation, and as such is a
focus of remediation efforts.

Funding was received through the 319 Program to complete a final design of
an AMD treatment system capable of removing portions of Nye Branch from the
305(b) list.

Remediation of the Nye Branch discharge will treat a large non-point source
pollution problem in the Pine Run watershed. Eliminating the non-point source
supports Pennsylvani ads NPS -pomtcgirces o
PA streams.

The AMD treatment system constructed at Nye Branch will be a physical
improvement to the land and would be classified as a capital improvement
project which is expected to last at least 20 years. The proposed project is the
most appropriate technology to neutralize acidic loads to Nye Branch while
minimizing Operation & Maintenance costs. The construction of a passive
treatment system will physically improve water quality and potential land use in
the area surrounding Nye Branch.

Caylor Run Discharge

Design of a passive treatment system for some of the Caylor Run discharges
was funded by a Growing Greener grant in 2004. Additional funding was
received this year to address space constraints, update the water assessment,
and revisit new technology in treatment systems now available to provide a
possible alternate design including additional detail in order to provide for better
cost estimates such that a project may be properly estimated for construction
funding.

Run

effo
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Growing Greener Grant Proj€&ctsnt 6 d )

Dirt & Gravel Road Maintenance

This project was fundedt hr ough the fACounty Environr
program. A $100,000 grant was received from the Jefferson County
Commissioners for the construction of environmentally sound road maintenance
practices on Township roads in Jefferson County. These practices are installed
to remove sources of erosion and sedimentation from local dirt and gravel
roads.

In order to be eligible for funding, the Township needed to have a
representative certified through the PA Dirt and Gravel Road Program, be
willing to provide a minimum of 25% match, and submit a completed project
application to the JCCD.

Applications were distributed to all Townships in Jefferson County who had
attended the two-day training and were certified. Shaun Wessell, JCCD E&S
Technician, conducted site evaluations and met with Township representatives
prior to meeting with the Quality Assurance Board for project selection.

Contracts were awarded to four (4) Townships in 2008. Shaun assisted with
design and permitting. Two projects were completed in 2008, and two were
completed in 2009.

The County Commissioners approved funding another CEl Grant to continue
dirt and gravel road maintenance for 2010.



Agricultural Service€ont 6 d)

Cover Crop Field Day

On October 9, the JCCD sponsored a Cover Crop Field Day at Smith Oak
Farm that included the latest in cover crop technology, no-till farming, animal
composting, and nutrient management.

Participants had the opportunity to observe results of aerial seeding of rye
grass into standing corn completed in August. The day included live
demonstrations of no-till drills, a constructed compost pile, and demonstration
plots of more than 20 different cover crops planted in late August.

Emily Bloom, Indiana Conservation District NM Specialist demonstrated how to
calibrate manure spreaders to save money & get the most value from manure.

A follow-up field day is planned for late April to observe how the cover crops
survived over the winter.

Nutrient Management Information Meeting i 03-13-09

With funding made available through the PA Ombudsman Program, an
informational meeting was held in Punxsutawney, PA, Approximately 35
producers, including 18 Amish farmers, attended. Representatives from the
State Conservation Commission provided information regarding Odor
Management Regulations and Act 38 Requirements & Benefits.

Other presenters included FSA, Indiana Conservation District, and Team Ag.
Topics discussed included Ombudsman Program update, Fly Control, Animal
Composting, Manure Storage, Nutrient Management Plan Writing, and Methane
Digesters.



Environmental Education

Sixth Grade Envirothon i 5/22/09

For the 16" year Hickory Grove
Elementary (Brookville School District) hosted
the Sixth Grade Envirothon. This event is
structured similar to the High School
Enviorothon focusing on watersheds, forestry,
agriculture, recycling, and firearm safety.

One difference is: the students take part in a
learning session and/or activity in addition to

taking a test.

The three classrooms scorlng highest were presented certlflcates
1% Place i Mr. MacBeth; 2" Place i Mrs. Watson; and 3™ Place i Mrs.
McQuown.

6" Grade Conservation Field Day i 5/26/09

The Conservation District assisted at the annual Conservation Field Day
sponsored by the PA Game Commission. Students from Brockway Area
Elementary School enjoyed activities relating to fish, animals and recycling.
The Heath Twp. Sportsmen Club brought fish from their hatchery. The PAFBC
Waterways Conservation Officer, representatives from DCNR and other state
agencies did presentations.

Reynoldsville Envirothon i 4/30/09

Fourth & Fifth Grades at the C.G. Johnson Elementary (DUBOIS School
District) competed in the Reynoldsville Envirothon for the 13" year. Planned
like the Sixth Grade Envirothon, students experienced a learning session and/or
activity relating to: recycling, bears, forestry, water pollution, and milk, followed
by a test. Six classes took part consisting of 138 students.

The top three classrooms received certlflcates as follows: 1% Place i Mrs.
Lepionka, 2" Place i Mrs. Statler, and 3™ Place i Mrs. Bailey.



